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Join us for the Annual Dinner!  Call 

for Your Tickets Today! 

 

The annual GMHS dinner will be 

held on Saturday, October 20, 2018 

at Jozwiak Hall in the St. Vincent 

DePaul Society building on Grand 

Blvd.  The theme is “The Armistice, 

the Great War and New Nations”.  

We will commemorate the ending of 

the First World War and the 

creation of the countries of 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, and 

Yugoslavia (Kingdom of Serbs, 

Croats and Slovenes).   Tickets are 

limited and can be picked up at the 

Heritage Museum for a donation of 

$30 each.  The menu features foods 

of Eastern Europe.  We encourage 

everyone to dress in the fashion 

style of World War I or in the 

ethnic dress of one of the newly 

formed nations of Europe.  Call 

today to reserve a ticket! 

 

 
 

Great-Grandson of Founder Joins 

Board of Directors 

 
George Orlando Morgan IV, the Great 

Grandson of George O. Morgan, who was 

president of the East Side Land 

Company, which founded Monessen, and 

also the Land Agent for the Pittsburgh 

and Lake Erie Railroad, graciously 

agreed to accept an honorary seat on the 

Board of Directors for the Historical 

Society.   George promises to visit often 

and use his resources to help the town. 

 

 

mailto:monessen@verizon.net
http://www.monessenhistoricalsociety.com/
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Autumn Exhibit 

 
The fall exhibit highlights Monessen’s 

120th anniversary, and Mayor Hugo 

Parente’s 110th birthday.  If anyone has 

material to loan or donate for the exhibit, 

please bring them in. 

 

 

 

 

Mon Valley  

World War II Exhibit 

 
The Greater Monessen Historical Society 

is working with the Louis L. Manderino 

Library at California University of PA as  

part of their World War II Exhibit.  

Local historical societies, including 

Monessen, Monongahela, Donora, 

Brownsville, Fayette County Historical, 

Fayette Coal and Coke Museum, and 

California Area Historical are all 

displaying memorabilia.  We hope you 

will visit the exhibit before November 11, 

2018. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Renovation of the Milsom/Endicott 

Johnson Annex Building 

 
The Board of Directors is working hard 

to start renovations in the annex building 

during 2018.  Through your generosity, 

we were able to replace all of the windows 

in the building.  The roof was replaced 

along with part of the upper back support 

wall.  Volunteers gutted the interior.  A 

grant provided paint for the building.  

Now, we must begin a new phase: 

Renovating the first floor to a first class 

museum space for housing a permanent 

Monessen display.  We need your help!  

Please think of the museum and be 

generous.  We need nearly everything:  

electrical work, AC, Heating, walls, 

ceilings, flooring, plumbing, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Membership and Fund 

Drive 

 
Watch the mail for the Membership 

Renewal letter and fund appeal for the 

Historical Society.  You are the reason for 

why we are here!  We depend on your 

generosity to sustain us and help us grow!  

Please be as generous as you can be.  We 

need your donations to continue the 

Annex renovation work! 

 

 

 
 

Give Big, Pittsburgh 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

 
The annual day of giving (Give Big, 

Pittsburgh) for local nonprofits will be 

held on Tuesday, November 27, 2018, from 

12 AM to 12 AM.  Why should you 

participate in Give Big Pittsburgh?  Give 

Big Pittsburgh will raise money for local 

nonprofits through a single online 

donation platform, providing a simple way 

to connect donors to the charitable causes 

they care about most and encourage them 

to take action. This 24-hour online 
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fundraising effort hosted by the Pittsburgh 

Magazine in conjunction with the 

Pittsburgh Foundation and local sponsors, 

will offer our area of nonprofits the chance 

to raise funds to support their critical 

missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Search of 

 
The Historical Society is looking for: 

*Ledger books 

*Society minute books 

*Membership lists of organizations 

*Church bulletins 

*Funeral prayer cards 

*Advertising items for local businesses 

*Photos of ethnic celebrations 

*Photos of religious celebrations 

*Photos of old businesses 

*Photos of schools 

*Photos of industries 

*Event programs 

*Family genealogies 

 

 

Social Media 
The Greater Monessen Historical Society 

has a Twitter account.  Follow us at 

@MonessenHistory.  We are also on 

Facebook and have over 3000 followers 

worldwide!  We can be located on 

Facebook under “Greater Monessen 

Historical Society”.  See our latest events, 

news and photos of previous events.  

Google us and find our webpage filled 

with all the necessary information to visit, 

donate, join or learn about us! 

 

 

Scale Model Builders Wanted 

 
The Historical Society is also searching 

for interested individuals who are able to 

create models of well-known Monessen 

buildings that can be displayed inside the 

Monessen Heritage Museum. 
 

 

 

 

 

One Hundred Years ago in the newspapers 

August to October, 1918 

 

Women “rivermen” have appeared on the 

Monongahela River.  Captain Nannie 

Schaffer and Second Officer Anna Dolan 

sailed the “Virginia” into Lock Four on their 

way to West Virginia.  (08-13-1918)  

Monessen News 

 

Herbert Allison, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 

Allison, of Twelfth Street, was killed in action 

on July 18, 1918.   (08-20-1918)  Monessen 

News 

 

The Slovak League of Monessen sent a 

telegram to President Woodrow Wilson 

thanking him for recognizing the Czecho-

Slovak Independent State.  (09-04-1918)  

Daily Independent 

 

A wild steer escaped while being transported 

to the slaughter house of Louis Altberger at 

Wireton and chased several school children 

near the Gibsonton School.  After a week, the 

steer was located and shot.  (09-17-1918)  

Daily Independent 

 

The Croatian Beneficial and Educational 

Society voted to purchase a $1000 Fourth 

Liberty Loan bond.  (09-24-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

 

Thomas Edward McKee, was killed in action 

on July 1, 1918.  He lived at Chestnut and 

Beatrice Streets and was employed by 

Pittsburgh Steel.  (10-01-1918)  Monessen 

News 

 

Spanish Influenza has closed all Monessen 

theaters.  (10-04-1918)  Monessen News 

 

The A. M. E. Church on Reed Avenue and 

McKee Way will hold a burning of the 

mortgage and anniversary celebration.  (10-

04-1918)  Monessen News 

 

The Monessen Board of Health has ordered 

that all funerals must be private affairs with 

no crowds.  The local brewery will not deliver 

beer and no church services will be held 

during the Spanish Flu outbreak.  There are 

50 cases in the town.  (10-11-1918)  Monessen 

News 

 

Ladislaw Leskowsky and his four year old 

daughter, the first victims of influenza, were 

buried in Grandview Cemetery on October 

17, 1918.  (10-18-1918)  Monessen News 

 

The local home of the B. P. O. Elks has 

offered the use of their lodge at Seventh 
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Street as an emergency hospital for influenza 

patients.  (10-18-1918)  Monessen News 

 

Monessen schools have closed, due to the 

outbreak, and the high school will be opened 

as an emergency hospital.  (10-22-1918)  

Monessen News 

 

Turner Hall, at Second and Donner, is being 

opened as a second emergency hospital to 

deal with the Spanish Influenza epidemic.  

(10-29-1918)  Monessen News 

 

 

 

Summer and early Autumn Weddings, 

Divorces and Engagements of 1918 

James E. Burleigh and Miss Margaret Ody, 

of Monessen, obtained a marriage license in 

Greensburg.  (08-02-1918)  Monessen News 

Steve Popelica, of Monessen, and Miss Anna 

Fritz, of Roscoe, received a marriage license 

in Greensburg.  (08-02-1918)  Monessen News 

Joe Bennett, of Monessen, and Miss Mattie 

Brown, of Monessen, obtained a marriage 

license in Greensburg.  (08-02-1918)  

Monessen News 

Anthony M. Dolane and Louise Meibe, of 

Monessen, applied for a marriage license.  

(08-09-1918)  Monessen News 

Miss Josephine Touche, of Monessen, and 

Joseph W. Askins, of Lima, Ohio, were 

married in Pittsburgh.  The bride was a 

teacher at the Ninth Street School.  The 

groom is an attorney.  (08-16-1918)  

Monessen News 

Miss Mae E. Lloyd, of Reed Avenue, and E. 

C. FitzSimmons, of Beaver, were married on 

August 19, 1918.  The bride was a clerk at G. 

A. Homann Shoes.  The groom is employed in 

the Engineering Dept. of Pittsburgh Steel.  

They will reside in the Giba Building.  (08-20-

1918)  Monessen News 

Fitzsimmonds and Lloyd wedding.  (Groom’s 

last name differs slightly from above)  (08-20-

1918)  Daily Independent 

Miss Cornelia Miller, a South Huntington 

teacher, and Raymond Mason, both of West 

Newton, wed on August 22, 1918 in 

Monessen.  (08-23-1918)  Daily Independent 

William Steele, of Perryopolis, and Nancy J. 

Boice, of Monongahela, obtained a marriage 

license in Pittsburgh.  (08-29-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Miss Sadie Gillespie and David Winstone, of 

Monessen, were married at Wellsburg, W. V., 

on August 14, 1918.  The groom is a brick 

layer.  The bride was working at Rodger 

Grocery Store.  (08-30-1918)  Monessen News 

Miss Jeannette Houseman and Walter Heath 

Zundel, were married on August 29, 1918 at 

the Rehoboth Parsonage.  The bride is a 

Monessen teacher.  (08-31-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Helen Stillman married William B. Slesinger, 

of Detroit.  (09-09-1918)  Daily Independent 

Paul Nihalko, of Donora, and Miss Mary 

Hudak, of Monessen, were granted a 

marriage license in Greensburg this week.  

(09-20-1918)  Monessen News 

Miss Ethel M. Hammond, of Belle Vernon, 

and Nick Mavromatis, of Monessen were 

married on September 25, 1918.  (09-27-1918)  

Daily Independent 

John E. Kelly, of Monessen, and Julia Fritch, 

of New Kensington, obtained a marriage 

license in Greensburg.  (10-02-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Stephen M. Smetanka and Mary T. Trajner, 

both of Donora, received a marriage license 

in Washington, PA.  (10-02-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

George Burroughs and Miss Edith C. 

Anderson, both of Monessen, received a 

marriage license last week.  (10-08-1918)  

Monessen News 

Leslie B. Miller and Miss Mary Shaffer, of 

Monessen, applied for a marriage license last 

week.  (10-08-1918)  Monessen News 

Joseph Belack, of Monessen, and Miss Eva 

Kuzucha, of Monessen were granted a 

marriage license last week.  (10-08-1918)  

Monessen News 

Mary Brown, of Carnegie, and Charles I. 

Keiper, of Monessen, received a marriage 

license.  (10-11-1918)  Daily Independent 

Daniel Mawdy, of Allison, and Miss Eva 

Sudik, of Monessen, received a marriage 

license in Greensburg on October 12, 1918.  

(10-15-1918)  Monessen News 

Miss Harritt Moore Coulter, of Monongahela, 

and Carl Anderson Swallow, of Lamberville, 

NJ, were married on October 8, 1918.  (10-16-

1918)  Daily Independent 

L. M. Truxal, the editor of the Belle Vernon 

Enterprise, married Mrs. Bess E. Truxal, of 



  

5 

Belle Vernon, in Clarksburg, West Virginia, 

on October 12, 1918.  (10-18-1918)  Monessen 

News 

Truxal wedding (10-18-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

William C. Miller, of Monessen, and Miss 

Evelyn Williams, of Orlando, Florida, were 

married on October 17, 1918.  The groom 

owns Miller Barber Shop, at the corner of 

Schoonmaker and Sixth.  (10-19-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Mildred Crossland, age 14, of Washington, 

PA, married Fred Miller, age 18, at 

Wellsburg, W. VA.  The groom is employed 

by the Gulf Refining Co., of Donora.  (10-23-

1918)  Daily Independent 

Albert Bilisich and Bessie Stanish, both of 

Monessen, received a marriage license in 

Greensburg.  (10-25-1918)  Daily Independent 

Michael Demeter and Miss Annie Holinda, of 

Cheswick, received a marriage license in 

Pittsburgh this week. (10-25-1918)  Monessen 

News 

Allen Budin, of Pittsburgh, and Miss Freda 

Luder, of Monessen, were granted a marriage 

license in Pittsburgh.  (10-25-1918)  Monessen 

News 

Albert Hilisich and Miss Bessie Stanish, of 

Monessen, obtained a marriage license in 

Greensburg.  (10-25-1918)  Monessen News 

Rush Bush, of Monessen, and Bertha 

McCormick, of Delmont, received a marriage 

license in Pittsburgh.  (10-30-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

 

 

Summer and Early Autumn Births of 1918 

A baby boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. O. J. 

Volker, of the Oaks Apartments on August 8, 

1918.  (08-09-1918)  Monessen News 

An eight pound baby boy was born to Mr. 

and Mrs. George Halovitch, of 2211 Reed 

Avenue.  (08-10-1918)  Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bissiere, of Donora, had a 

nine pound daughter on August 8, 1918.  The 

father works in the Tin Mill.  (08-10-1918)  

Daily Independent 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lafferty, formerly of 

Monessen, had a baby girl.  (08-13-1918)  

Monessen News 

Lafferty birth (08-13-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Savage, formerly of 

Monessen, had a nine pound baby on August 

4, 1918 and named her Marjorie Ward 

Savage.  (08-20-1918)  Daily Independent 

A seven pound baby girl was born to Mr. and 

Mrs. Steve Tulley, of McMahan Avenue.  (08-

21-1918)  Daily Independent 

A baby boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas Felger.  (08-27-1918)  Monessen 

News 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wiseman, had a ten 

pound baby girl on September 3, 1918.  (09-

03-1918)  Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. John Delbarre, had a ten 

pound baby boy.  (09-06-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harvey, of Forrest 

Street, had a nine pound son on September 8, 

1918.  (09-09-1918)  Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas Passoja, of Motheral 

Avenue, had a ten and a half pound son.  (09-

101-1918)  Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kenyon had a baby 

girl on September 21, 1918.  (09-21-1918)  

Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Doyle, of 530 Ninth Street, 

had a ten pound baby on September 23, 1918.  

(09-26-1918)  Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. William Moore, of Rostraver 

Street, had a baby girl on October 1, 1918.  

(10-04-1918)  Monessen News 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Maosga, of Ninth and 

Morgan, had a baby boy on October 10, 1918.  

(10-11-1918)  Monessen News 

A baby girl was born to Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Upton.  (10-11-1918)  Monessen News 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Horback, of Charleroi, 

had a nine pound daughter.  (10-12-1918)  

Daily Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Simms, of 

Schoonmaker Avenue, had a baby daughter 

on October 13, 1918.  (10-14-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. C. I. 

Palomaka, of 457 Motheral.  The father is a 

teller at the First National Bank.  (10-15-

1918)  Monessen News 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Rutz, of Second Street, 

had a baby girl on October 11, 1918.  (10-15-

18)  Monessen News 

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Voyzey, of 1075 

Schoonmaker, had a ten pound baby boy on 

October 14, 1918.  (10-15-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Gust Reabe, of 260 Rostraver 

Street, had a baby girl.  (10-18-1918)  

Monessen News 

Mr. and Mrs. Colas, had a nine pound baby 

on October 28, 1918.  (10-28-1918)  Daily 

Independent 

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Grove of Sixth Street, 

had a seven pound baby girl on October 29, 

1918.  (10-30-1918)  Daily Independent 

 

GMHS BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

Daniel Zyglowicz, President 

& Editor of Valley Historian 

Gary Strelick, Vice President 

Virginia Mussano Fisfis, 

Secretary 

Mary Lou Mussano Simkins, 

Treasurer 

Dr. Martin Dudas, Fundraiser 

Candis Elyanich Kelley, 

Mailings 

Tim Donner, Honorary Seat 

(Great Grandson of William 

Henry Donner) 

George O. Morgan IV, 

Honorary Seat (Great 

Grandson of George O. 

Morgan I) 

 

 

Memorials 

In memory of Don Hamilton from Dr. 
Martin and Mrs. Madeline Dudas. 

In memory of the John (Jack) Wargo 
Family, of 57 Donner Avenue from Gerald 
Domitrovic. 

In memory of Eleanor Stanchik from Vito 
Beneccio. 

In Honor of Michael Grogan on his birthday 
and retirement from the military from Jack 
Bergstein. 

Dan’s Archives 
A Look Back 

 

Movie Stars Visit Monessen 

As a complement to the fine work of the 
Monessen women’s organizations, which 
have been done during the past five bond 
drives of the Second World War and to 
prepare for the Sixth War Loan Drive, 
Hollywood movie stars Linda Darnell and 
Alexander Knox were scheduled to visit the 
city on November 24, 1944.  Knox was the 
star of the motion picture, “Wilson”, which 
won five Oscars and depicted the 
presidency of Woodrow Wilson.  
Pittsburgh Steel erected a stage in front of 
the freight station for the stars, who were 
appearing at only three Western 
Pennsylvania towns, coming here from 
New Kensington, then going to Uniontown, 
after the Monessen visit.  John G. Check, 
Chairman of the Merchant’s Group, 
recommended that all stores close during 
the visit.  Music was furnished by the High 
School band.  Two battle veterans spoke to 
the crowd on the importance of purchasing 
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war bonds.  They were followed by the 
bond drive chairmen.  Mary Martha 
Brinning, KDKA Radio star, was the 
featured singer.  Unfortunately, Linda 
Darnell did not appear, due to illness. 

 

Million Dollar City Improvement Plan 

On February 29, 1928, during a joint 
meeting of the City Council, School Board 
and Park Commission, the Monessen City 
Planning Commission presented a five year 
plan for the development of the city, 
streets, sewers, school buildings and parks 
at a cost of $1,000,000.  The plan called for 
construction of a twelve room school with 
park and playground on Manown Street to 
be known as Oak Park.  A new Junior High 
School was to be built on upper Seneca.  
The Iowa School would get a playground, 
while two additional rooms would be 
added to the Linden building.  The 
Manown building would be replaced but 
only slight changes would occur to the 
McKinley and Jefferson buildings.  The 
frame Fourth Ward school would be 
discontinued, which would necessitate a 
ten room addition to the Tenth Street 
school.  Playground space would be 
provided for the Ninth Street building.  A 
site in the Grandview area should be 
procured for future development.  An 
addition will be needed for the senior high 
school as projected for the time period 
1945-1950.   

Sixth Street Park will be expanded and 
beautified.  Ninth Street Park needs 
developed.  A playground is planned for 
Sycamore, while real estate development 
is planned for Luce Park, Reservoir Park, 
Seneca Park and Oak Park.    There will be 
no slums in Monessen.  Future 
development will include air spaces of 
light, air and sunshine.   

Sanitary sewers will be added along with 
new paving and repaving.  Alleys will also 
be paved.   

 

 

As we remember the centennial of the 
Armistice in November of 1918, which 
ended the First World War, here are a 
couple recipes from that period to try: 

 

Doughboy Cabbage Soup 

1 small head of cabbage 

3 cups water 

1 cup of milk 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Chop cabbage until fine. Measure 3 cups of 
chopped cabbage.  Cover with water in a 
saucepan.  Bring to a boil, lower heat and 
simmer until tender.  Drain water from the 
cabbage, reserving 1 cup of liquid, which is 
then added back into the drained cabbage.  
Add the milk, cream, salt and pepper.  
Heat thoroughly, but do not boil.  Makes 
six servings. 

 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson’s Virginia Skillet 
Cornbread 

1 cup of white corn meal 

2 cups of boiling water 

1 cup of milk 

1 teaspoon of salt 

3 teaspoons of baking powder 

2 tablespoons of butter 

4 eggs, well beaten 

Pour boiling water over 1 cup of corn meal.  
Cool.  Beat in the milk, salt, baking powder 
and eggs.  Pour into a greased two quart 
skillet.  Bake in a 400 degree oven for 25 to 
30 minutes. 
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Some items in the Museum Shoppe 

 

$14.95 plus postage 

 

 

 

By Lawrence Kozlowski -- $12.00 plus postage 

 

Monessen 
Memories Throw -- $50.00 plus postage 

 

 

By Lawrence Kozlowski -- $12.00 plus postage 

 

 

By Lawrence Kozlowski -- $12.00 plus postage 


